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One Pierre Durrand who has been four years in the
Illinois Country arrived here with 120 Packs of Furs & ex-
pects in the Spring by his Clerk Michael Bello one hundred
more. From several unfavourable reports of both I ex-
amined his papers very strictly (amongst which are none
that required any summary proceeding). However he is
made to enter into bond with two responsible men for £1000
sterg., not to aleniate by sale, gift or otherwise any part of
his Property, but what may be requisite for his maintenance
before the 1* May next. If anything appears then, or with-
in that time, much against him, the terms of the Bond shall
be Extended to the General’s decision on their conduct. I
shall send down in the Spring (Mr. Durrand not wishing to
go sooner) the Rebel Paper Dollars found in his possession
“the amount of 180 Bills in favour of a Jean Baptist for 447
Dollars, in favor of a Jean Baptiste La Croix 68 Dollars, all
drawn by a Colonel Clarke on the Rebel States. Also a
~ Certificate from a Rebel Major that Michael Bello his Clerk
had taken the Oaths to their Congress. In palliation of
these interferences with the Rebels, Mr. Durrand says that
he was obliged to give his goods & take their paper money,
and that he was gro much afraid of his property as to sup-
plicate Don Leyba a [the] Spanish Lt. Governor at Pencour *
to allow him to become a subject to His Catholic Majesty.
Mr. Durrands petition will be sent with the other papers, and
any information that may comehereafter. As certainly the
General will not permit Individuals to negociate Bills of Ex-
change & things of that nature with the Rebels.

Monsr Durrand, upon oath, relates the affairs of the Illinois
to be much in the state represented by Major De Peyster to
His Excellency excepting that there is no Fort at the Pé.?
He left that place on the 12" of July last, and saw a Mr.

!St. Louis. The French nickname “Pain Court” (phonetically spelled
Pencour by the English) is, literally, “short loaf ”— having reference to
the poverty of its early inhabitants. It is said to have been applied to St.
Louis by the people of the neighboring French settlements, in remem-
brance of an impoverished parish in France, (Scharf’s Hist. St. Louis, p. 165.)

*1t had been burned by Gautier, during the early summer. See ante,
pp. 137,139.— Ep,



